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By	Diana	Prince	i	typing	hands	image	by	Tom	Davison	from	Fotolia.com	An	SD,	or	secure	digital,	card	is	a	specific	memory	card	format	that	a	variety	of	portable	devices--including	digital	cameras,	PDAs	and	mobile	phones--utilize.	In	order	to	retrieve	data	saved	on	an	SD	card,	you	must	learn	how	to	open	the	card	on	your	computer.	Once	you	open	the
card,	you	can	copy	files	for	transferring	or	editing	purposes.	You	need	to	perform	only	a	few	steps	to	open	an	SD	card,	either	with	a	USB	reader	or	without	one.	Insert	the	SD	card	into	the	SD	slot	on	the	USB	reader.	Insert	the	opposite	end	into	a	USB	port	on	your	computer.	Click	on	the	desired	option	when	a	pop-up	menu	appears	on	the	screen.
Options	include	"Open	folder	to	view	files,"	"View	pictures"	and	"Import	pictures	and	videos,"	if	not	more.	Each	of	these	opens	the	SD	card	for	you	to	view	saved	data.	Locate	the	SD	slot	on	the	computer.	On	a	desktop	computer,	you	will	generally	find	the	slot	in	the	front	of	the	tower;	on	a	notebook,	look	on	the	side.	Insert	SD	card	directly	into	SD	slot
on	your	computer.	Click	on	the	desired	option	when	a	pop-up	menu	appears	on	the	screen.	Options	include	"Open	folder	to	view	files,"	"View	pictures"	and	"Import	pictures	and	videos,"	if	not	more.	Each	of	these	options	opens	the	SD	card	for	you	to	view	saved	data.	Smartphones	are	giving	us	more	and	more	storage	space	with	every	new	generation
of	devices.	Unfortunately,	apps	are	becoming	increasingly	demanding,	requiring	more	space	to	be	housed	on	our	phones.	At	the	same	time,	smartphone	cameras	are	growing	more	powerful,	making	the	photos	we	capture	with	them	bigger	and	bigger.	Luckily,	many	phone	manufacturers	have	offered	us	a	way	out	of	this	predicament:	SD	cards.
Depending	on	the	Android	smartphone	you	own,	you’ll	find	a	slot	for	an	SD	or	microSD	card	on	its	side.	By	using	this	slot,	you’ll	be	able	to	house	not	only	files	but	also	apps.	Accordingly,	this	article	explains	how	to	move	apps	to	an	SD	card	in	Android.	It	also	covers	how	to	use	an	external	SD	card	as	additional	internal	storage.	Looking	for	a	microSD
card?	Check	out	our	article	on	the	best	microSD	cards	available	right	now.	How	to	move	apps	to	an	SD	card	in	Android	First	of	all,	make	sure	you’ve	actually	inserted	your	SD	or	microSD	card	into	your	Android’s	slot.	This	can	be	done	by	using	a	pin	or	needle	to	pop	out	the	card	tray,	which	you	should	find	on	the	side	of	your	phone	(some	phones	allow
you	to	insert	the	card	directly	into	the	slot,	without	pulling	out	a	tray).	Make	sure	you	place	the	card	the	correct	way	up	on	the	slot,	with	the	label	facing	up.	You’ll	then	be	given	a	prompt	to	format	the	card	when	inserting	it	for	the	first	time.	Assuming	your	SD	card	has	been	properly	inserted,	you	can	move	apps	to	it	by	doing	the	following:	Step	1:	Go
to	Settings	>	Apps	&	Notifications	>	App	Info/See	All	Apps.		Step	2:	Tap	the	app	you’d	like	to	move	to	your	SD	card	and	then	tap	Storage	(this	might	be	displayed	as	Storage	and	Cache	on	some	phones).	Step	3:	Tap	Change,	which	you’ll	see	under	the	Storage	Used	heading.	If	you	don’t	see	this	option,	it’s	not	possible	to	move	this	particular	app	to	an
SD	card.	Step	4:	Select	your	SD	card	from	the	options	available,	and	then	tap	Move.	That’s	it.	However,	if	you	want	to	move	the	app	back	to	your	phone’s	internal	storage,	simply	go	through	the	process	above,	except	choose	Internal	storage	during	Step	4.	How	to	use	an	SD	card	as	internal	storage	in	Android	With	certain	Android	smartphones,	you
may	not	be	able	to	move	apps	to	an	SD	card,	even	if	your	phone	does	have	such	a	card.	Fortunately,	some	Androids	let	you	use	your	SD	card	as	if	it	were	part	of	their	internal	storage,	via	a	process	known	as	Adoptable	or	Flex	Storage.	This	includes	devices	manufactured	by	Huawei,	Motorola,	and	HTC,	but	not	those	made	by	Samsung	and	LG.	To	set
up	your	SD	card	as	part	of	your	phone’s	internal	storage,	go	to	Settings	>	Storage	>	[Your	SD	Card].	Once	you’ve	selected	your	SD	card,	tap	More	(it	looks	like	three	vertically	aligned	dots)	and	then	tap	Storage	Settings.	Lastly,	tap	Format	as	Internal.	This	option	requires	you	to	erase	all	of	the	pre-existing	contents	of	your	SD	card,	so	if	you	already
have	important	files	on	it,	you	may	need	to	transfer	them	first	or	refrain	from	formatting	it	altogether.	Also,	you	will	need	a	pretty	good	microSD	card	if	you	want	to	use	it	as	internal	storage	for	your	phone.	That	means	you’ll	need	an	Ultra	High	Speed	(UHS)	SD	card,	preferably	one	that’s	UHS-3	rather	than	UHS-1.	Editors'	Recommendations	If	you
haven't	already,	insert	a	microSD	card	into	your	phone's	card	slot.Go	to	Settings	>	Apps	&	notifications	>	App	info	>	select	app.Tap	Storage	>	Change.	Select	your	SD	card.	Your	selected	app	will	move	to	the	SD	card.	This	article	explains	how	to	move	Android	apps	to	an	SD	card.	The	information	below	should	apply	no	matter	who	made	your	Android
phone	(Samsung,	Google,	Huawei,	Xiaomi,	etc.).	The	majority	of	modern	Android	phones	and	tablets	support	microSD	cards.	If	you	have	an	older	Android	tablet	or	mobile,	it	may	require	a	miniSD	card.	Open	the	microSD	card	slot	on	your	phone	or	tablet.	The	microSD	card	slot	is	typically	located	along	the	side	of	an	Android	device.	It	could	be	hidden
under	a	plastic	flap,	or	there	could	be	a	small	hole	that	you	must	insert	a	pin	or	needle	into.	Mikhail	Artamonov	/	Getty	Images	If	a	small	tray	pops	out,	place	your	microSD	card	into	it	and	reinsert	the	tray	into	your	Android	device.	If	your	device	only	has	a	small	slot,	insert	the	disk	directly	into	it.	Sean	Gallup	/	Staff	/	Getty	Images	With	the	screen
facing	you,	make	sure	the	side	of	the	microSD	card	with	the	label	or	sticker	on	it	faces	upwards	when	you	insert	it.	Before	you	begin,	make	sure	the	microSD	card	has	been	properly	formatted.	If	your	Android	device	gives	you	a	notification	after	inserting	the	SD	card,	tap	Set	up	and	choose	Use	as	internal	storage	as	the	format	style.	Swipe	down	from
the	top	of	the	screen	and	tap	the	Settings	gear.	Tap	Apps	&	notifications	>	App	info.	On	Android	7	and	earlier,	tap	Apps.	Tap	the	Android	app	you	want	to	move	to	the	SD	card.	Tap	Storage.	Tap	Change.	If	you	don't	see	Change	on	this	screen,	the	app	cannot	be	transferred	to	an	SD	card.	Tap	your	SD	card	from	the	list	of	storage	locations.	Your
selected	app	will	be	moved	to	the	SD	card.	SD	cards	are	small	plastic	cards	for	storing	data.	There	are	three	sizes	of	SD	cards.	SD	card:	The	original	SD	card	format,	which	measures	24x32	mm	in	size.	This	is	commonly	used	in	desktop	computers	and	laptops.	MiniSD	card:	The	miniSD	card	is	smaller	than	the	regular	SD	card,	measuring	21x30	mm.
This	format	is	common	in	older	smartphone	and	tablet	models,	but	it	was	eventually	replaced	by	the	smaller	microSD	card.	MicroSD	card:	The	type	of	SD	card	usually	used	in	modern	smartphones,	tablets,	digital	cameras,	and	video	game	consoles	such	as	the	Nintendo	Switch.	MicroSD	cards	measure	15x11	mm	in	size.	All	SD	cards	are	available	in	a
variety	of	storage	sizes,	and	their	prices	vary	depending	on	the	size,	the	brand,	and	the	store	selling	them.	Most	miniSD	and	microSD	cards	are	sold	with	an	adapter	that	allows	them	to	be	used	on	devices	that	require	standard	SD	card	sizes.	Moving	Android	apps	can	free	up	space	on	your	device	for	other	apps,	files,	and	photos.	However,	since	most
app	data	is	saved	to	the	cloud,	an	easier	way	to	do	this	is	to	delete	the	app	and	re-download	it	later	if	you	need	it.	If	you	have	enough	space	on	your	Android	tablet	or	smartphone	and	aren't	encountering	any	memory	problems,	there	really	is	no	reason	to	use	an	SD	card.	While	most	Android	apps	can	be	transferred	to	an	SD	card,	some	cannot.	This
restriction	is	usually	placed	on	the	apps	by	their	developers	due	to	them	needing	to	access	your	Android	device's	hardware	directly.	Such	apps	could	also	be	necessary	for	your	smartphone	or	tablet	to	function	properly,	and	putting	them	on	an	SD	card	would	break	your	device	when	the	card	was	removed.	If	an	Android	app	is	unable	to	be	transferred
to	an	SD	card,	the	option	to	move	it	won't	show	up,	so	you	don't	have	to	worry	about	transferring	the	wrong	apps.	In	addition	to	being	used	to	store	Android	app	installations,	you	can	also	move	photos,	videos,	and	other	files	to	an	SD	card.	Placing	files	on	an	SD	card	frees	up	space	and	allows	you	to	transfer	files	to	another	device.	Thanks	for	letting	us
know!	Get	the	Latest	Tech	News	Delivered	Every	Day	Subscribe	Tell	us	why!	Daniel	Jedzura/Shutterstock.com	Some	Android	phones	don’t	have	a	lot	of	storage,	so	you	might	run	out	of	room	for	apps.	If	your	device	has	an	SD	card	slot,	you	can	use	that	to	expand	the	storage	and	have	more	room	for	apps.	However,	SD	card	support	is	more	limited	than
it	used	to	be.	What	You	Need	to	Know	Android	apps	are	installed	to	your	device’s	internal	storage	by	default.	If	you	have	a	microSD	card,	you	can	move	some	of	your	currently	installed	apps	over	to	the	microSD	card.	This	is	not	supported	by	all	apps,	however.	In	fact,	many	don’t	support	this	feature	at	all.	The	state	of	SD	card	support	on	Android	is	a
shell	of	what	it	used	to	be.	Not	only	is	it	much	harder	to	find	Android	devices	with	SD	card	slots,	but	the	functionality	has	been	greatly	diminished	as	well.	We’ll	show	you	what	you	might	be	able	to	do	if	you	have	a	microSD	card	in	your	Android	device.	Note:	Running	an	app	off	your	SD	card	will	almost	always	be	slower	than	running	it	off	the	internal
storage,	so	only	use	this	if	you	absolutely	have	to–and	if	you	can,	try	to	use	it	for	apps	that	don’t	require	a	lot	of	speed	to	run	well.	RELATED:	How	to	Free	Up	Storage	Space	on	Your	Android	Phone	How	to	Move	an	Android	App	to	an	SD	Card	First,	swipe	down	from	the	top	of	the	screen	(once	or	twice,	depending	on	your	device)	and	tap	the	gear	icon
to	open	the	Settings	menu.	Next,	select	“Apps.”	You	may	need	to	tap	“See	All	[Number]	Apps”	for	the	full	list	of	installed	apps.	Some	devices	show	the	full	list	right	away.	Select	the	app	that	you	would	like	to	move	to	the	SD	card.	Next,	on	the	App	Info	page,	select	“Storage”	or	“Storage	&	Cache.”	If	the	app	supports	moving	to	the	SD	card,	you’ll	see	a
“Change”	button.	Tap	it.	A	menu	will	pop	up	with	the	option	to	change	the	storage	location	to	“SD	card.”	Tap	“Move”	on	the	next	screen	to	begin	the	exporting	process.	You’ll	see	a	progress	bar	during	the	process	bar.	When	it’s	done,	you’ll	be	returned	to	the	Settings	app.	Can	You	Install	Apps	Directly	to	the	SD	Card?	Older	versions	of	this	article
explained	how	to	install	apps	directly	to	the	SD	card	and	move	any	app	to	it,	whether	it	officially	supported	the	feature	or	not.	Unfortunately,	as	of	2022,	that’s	no	longer	a	feasible	option	on	modern	versions	of	Android.	Some	manufacturers—namely,	Samsung	and	LG—previously	allowed	users	to	format	microSD	cards	as	internal	storage.	That	meant
apps	and	games	would	be	installed	there	by	default.	Sadly,	this	feature	is	no	longer	present	on	newer	devices.	Technically,	it’s	still	possible	if	you’re	willing	to	go	through	the	trouble	of	rooting	your	Android	phone.	In	the	past,	this	article	recommended	using	apps	that	required	root	access,	such	as	MiniTool	Partition	Wizard	and	Link2SD.	Rooting	an
Android	phone	is	not	as	worth	it	as	it	used	to	be.	Android	has	gotten	much	better	and	the	rooting	process	has	only	gotten	more	difficult.	It’s	simply	not	a	legitimate	solution	for	the	majority	of	people.	Sadly,	not	many	Android	phones	have	SD	card	slots	anymore,	and	it	seems	that	even	fewer	apps	support	the	ability	to	be	moved	to	external	storage.	If
you	do	have	an	SD	card	slot,	you	should	take	advantage	of	it.	A	128GB	microSD	card	that	comes	with	an	adapter	for	easily	transferring	files	from	your	phone	to	computer.	Samsung	SD	cards	are	highly	regarded	for	their	quality.
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